
	

	

	
	
The	 International	Centre	 for	Reindeer	Husbandry	
(ICR)	 was	 established	 in	 2005	 as	 a	 follow-up	 of	
recommendations	 by	 the	 Arctic	 Council,	 and	 is	
hosted	 and	 supported	 by	 the	 Government	 in	
Norway.		
ICR	 represents	 a	 significant	 contribution	 to	 the	
international	 cooperation	 of	 indigenous	 reindeer	
herders	worldwide,	also	adding	a	new	dimension	to	
the	collaborative	work	of	the	Arctic	Council.		
	
	
	
	
The	Association	of	World	Reindeer	Herders	(WRH)	
is	 an	 Indigenous	 Peoples´	 Organisation	 for	 24	
nomadic	 reindeer	 herding	 peoples	 across	 10	
national	 states	 around	 the	 circumpolar	 north.	 This	
organisation	 represents	 27	 years	 of	 indigenous	
people-to-people	 collaboration	 between	 world	
reindeer	herders	across	the	Arctic.	WRH	has	been	an	
Observer	to	the	Arctic	Council	since	2000.			
	

www.ReindeerPortal.org	
	

ICR	Executive	Director	Anders	Oskal	
office@reindeercentre.org	/	+47	9945	0010	

www.eallu.org	

Contact	

EALLU Partners 
& Supporters   

The	EALLU	Project	Managers	
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Reindeer herders traditional knowledge - transforming 
indigenous economy in the circumpolar north – side event 
September 11th UArctic Conference St Petersburg 2016. 

Unprecedented climate challenges and threats to reindeer husbandry will effects low 
sustainability of reindeer herding economy in the circumpolar north, effecting local 
communities and environment. Future sustainable governance of reindeer husbandry might 
face major challenges related to these rapid changes. Reindeer husbandry represents a 
livelihood and way of life based on practices and knowledge developed through long-term 
experiences in living under harsh and highly variable conditions. Therefore, reindeer herders’ 
traditional knowledge, culture, and language provide a central foundation for rebuilding social 
ecological resilience locally, to be used to navigate through future shocks and disturbances. 
This workshop  will explore potential ways to full and effective participation of indigenous 
reindeer herder towards ecologically, socially and economically sustainable societies. 
Governance of Arctic resources have to reconnect to our planet, and to the original 
indigenous knowledge base. Our vision is to develop adaptive skills to sustaining resilience 
of ecosystems and livelihoods of reindeer herder communities by engaging students in 
UArctic activitites . The workshop will take place in partnership with International Nomadic 
Herders project, endorsed by UNEP and Arctic Council Conservation of Arctic Flora and 
Fauna (CAFF), and will be linked to Arctic Councils Adaptation Action in Changing Arctic 
AACA University The Knowledge of the culinary culture of the indigenous peoples is rich, 
diverse and very important to the indigenous societies in the circumpolar north, but is at the 
same time not well documented and not extensively put to use in local innovation and value 
creation. Historically, reindeer husbandry represents a model for sustainable use of the High 
North, based on knowledge accumulated through generations, conserved, developed and 
adapted to the climatic, political and economic systems that distinguish the region. From 1990 
we have been developing a unique network of industry and knowledge in the circumpolar 
north, which is being co-ordinated by the International Centre for Reindeer Husbandry (ICR) 
and the Association of World Reindeer Herders (WRH). We plan to invite about 80 
indigenous student to this event at Hertzen University September 11th. 
 
Draft program for the workshop September 11th 2016 : 

Chair:  Anna Degteva and Svetlana Avelova 

Food culture and Saami joik,  Jon Mikkel Eira, Norway 

Opening by:  

And	More…	
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The	Arctic	is	now	facing	unprecedented	changes,	including	
climate	change	and	globalization.	This	has	already	profound	
impacted	Arctic	indigenous	peoples´	food	culture,	societies	and	
health.	Food	security	is	a	pressing	issue	in	some	parts	of	the	
Arctic.	The	Food	resources	of	the	Arctic	are	unique	and	
considerable,	while	the	culinary	traditions	of	the	indigenous	
peoples	remains	largely	unused	in	terms	of	local	economic	
development.		

EALLU	is	a	youth	led	inititative	that	seeks	to	build	on	the	
immense	body	of	traditional	knowledge	embedded	in	Arctic	
peoples	food	production	systems	and	investigate	how	it	can	
contribute	to	community	economic	,	physical	and	social	health.	

There	is	much	work	to	be	done	if	our	traditional	foods	are	to	
underpin	community	revitalisation.	Governance	systems	
market	structures	and	transportation	networks	are	not	best	
adapted	to	nomadic	and	family	based	traditional	livelihoods	
such	as	reindeer	herding,	fishing	and	hunting.	

EALLU	has	uncovered	a	striking	diversity	of	traditional	foods	
and	tastes,	but	also	notable	similarities	in	production	
environments.	Amongst	all	peoples	engagd	in	the	EALLU	
project	there	has	been	a	strong	tradition	to	use	everything,	a	
common	value	for	Arctic	Indigenous	Peoples.	

”…The	freedom	of	reindeer	herders	to	develop	their	own	
economy	and	value	added	is	a	key	factor	to	avoid	vulnerability”	
The	Aolugya	Declaration,	on	the	occasion	of	the	5th	World	Reindeer	Herders´	Congress	in	China	in	2013	

About	EALLU	
Arctic	Council	EALLU	-	Indigenous	Youth,	
Climate	Change	and	Food	Culture	2015-
2019:	EALLU	is	an	Arctic	Council	Project	of	
USA,	Canada,	Norway,	Russia,	
Denmark/Greenland,	Saami	Council	and	
Aleut	Int´l	Association,	led	by	ICR	and	WRH	
(eallu.org)	

EALLU	is	part	of		Arctic	Indigenous	
Peoples´	Culinary	Institute	(AIPCI)	which	is	
an	active	laboratory	for	Arctic	and	
traditional	tastes,	that	promotes	Arctic	food	
systems,	innovations,	and	indigenous	
entrepreneurship		 

EALLU	is	connected	to	the	project	RCN	
Rievdan:	Rapid	Change	-	Challenges	and	
Opportunities	for	Sustainable	Reindeer	
Husbandry.			A	collaboration	project	
between	Sámi	working	package	on	Food	
Systems	is	led	by	ICR	and	the	UArctic	EALÁT	
Institute	(rievdan.org).		

EALLU	is	also	part	of	the	Biebmu	Network.	
“Biebmu”	is	a	Sámi	word	for	“food”	and	is	a	
professional	network	of		private	/	state	
partners	and	reindeer	herders	who	
collaborate	to	develop	and	promote	Sámi	
traditional	foods.			
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Arctic	change	will	bring	considerable	challenges,	many	of	which	are	
already	being	experienced.	However	EALLU	has	heard	a	strong	
message	of	opportunity:	that	our	traditional	foods	not	only	are	a	
key	part	of	who	we	are	as	people,	but	that	it	may	be	a	key	plank	in	
our	resurgence	as	vibrant	thriving	communities.	EALLU	will	also	be	
a	contribution	to	the	Convention	of	Biological	Diversity.	

www.eallu.org	

	

EALLU	means	‘reindeer	herd’	in	the		

North	Sámi	language		

	

EALLU	is	about		

using	the	knowledge	of	our	people		

to		develop	our	own	societies	

EALLU:	Over	30	events	around	the	Arctic	2015-17	

Youth	Engagement	/	Education	/	
Traditional		Knowledge	/			
Innovation	/	Economic	

Development	


